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The	   Schoenstatt	  Movement	  was	   founded	   in	  Germany.	   It	   is	   the	  only	  movement	  within	   the	  
Catholic	  Church	  which	  has	  its	  roots	  in	  this	  country.	  The	  founding	  of	  Schoenstatt	  was	  during	  a	  
very	  moving	  time	  in	  history.	  It	  was	  directly	  before	  the	  outbreak	  of	  World	  War	  1,	  which	  at	  the	  
time	  was	  unfortunately	  welcomed	  by	  so	  many	  Germans.	  Today	  we	  are	  surprised,	  and	  rightly	  
so,	  at	  the	  war	  rhetoric	  and	  talk	  of	  Germany’s	  influence	  on	  the	  world.	  	  

Father	  Kentenich	   looked	  at	   this	   time	  from	  a	  very	  different	  angle.	  He	  was	  concerned	  about	  
strengthening	  the	  character	  of	  the	  individual	  person,	  of	  forming	  them	  to	  be	  critical	  thinkers	  
rather	  than	  followers	  of	  the	  masses.	  He	  did	  not	  want	  people	  to	  simple	  run	  with	  the	  crowds	  
without	  thinking	  and	  accepting	  all	  slogans	  spoken	  aloud.	  He	  supported	  personal	  thought	  and	  
opinion.	  

At	  this	  time	  he	  was	  the	  spiritual	  director.	  The	  contact	  person	  and	  guide	  for	  a	  boarding	  school	  
for	  boys	  who	  wanted	   to	  become	  Pallottine	  priests.	   This	   task	  was	   given	   to	  him	  as	   a	   young	  
priest.	   Up	   until	   that	   point	   in	   time	   his	   predecessors	   placed	   their	   educational	   emphasis	   on	  
order,	  discipline	  and	  strong	  punishment	  was	  used.	  The	  young	  Father	  Kentenich	  saw	  things	  
very	  differently.	  “We	  want	  to	   learn,	  to	  educate	  ourselves,”	  this	  was	  the	  heading	  he	  put	  on	  
top	  of	  his	  program	  of	  training	  for	  the	  boys.	  He	  mentions	  that	  he	  himself	  wants	  to	  learn	  with	  
them.	  This	  way	  of	  talking	  made	  a	  large	  impression	  on	  the	  boys.	  The	  aim	  of	  Father	  Kentenich	  
was	  to	  place	  all	  under	  the	  protection	  of	  Mary	  and	  with	  her	  help	  to	  care	  that	  they	  all	  become	  
strong,	  free	  and	  priestly	  characters.	  	  

A	   huge	   challenge	   for	   Father	   Kentenich’s	   students	   was	   when	   the	   boys	   were	   called	   up	   to	  
military	  service	  and	  sent	  to	  the	  front.	  Where	  others	  were	  excited	  about	  the	  war	  and	  got	  into	  
the	   mindset	   of	   it	   and	   its	   violence,	   the	   students	   tried	   to	   apply,	   in	   these	   very	   difficult	  
circumstances,	  their	  Christian	  ideals	  of	  life	  and	  remain	  true	  to	  them.	  This	  was	  totally	  out	  of	  
place	  at	  the	  front	  but	  it	  awakened	  great	  interest	  and	  so	  the	  little	  community	  grew.	  
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Only	  20	  years	  later	  Germany	  once	  again	  was	  challenged	  by	  the	  Hitler	  dictatorship	  and	  it	  soon	  
became	  clear	  that	  the	  power	  within	  Father	  Kentenich’s	  educational	  system,	  which	  continues	  
to	  develop,	  was	  on	  the	  opposing	  side	  of	  the	  Hitler	  regime.	  Members	  of	  the	  movement	  were	  
immune	   to	   the	   national	   socialist	   way	   of	   thinking	   and	   were	   able	   to	   actively	   be	   in	   the	  
resistance	  against	  Adolf	  Hitler	  and	  his	  inhumane	  regime.	  Father	  Kentenich	  himself,	   just	  like	  
many	   of	   the	   Schoenstatt	   members	   and	   Pallottine	   priests,	   was	   sent	   to	   the	   concentration	  
camp	  at	  Dachau.	  

Father	  Franz	  Reinisch,	  one	  of	  his	  most	  loyal	  students,	  was	  condemned	  to	  death	  by	  the	  Nazi	  
regime	  because	  he	  was	  not	  willing	   to	   take	   the	  Hitler	  oath.	  Many	  strong	  and	   free	  Christian	  
personalities,	   even	   today,	   act	   prophetically	   and	   according	   to	   their	   faith.	  We	   need	   such	   a	  
prophetic	  standing	  today.	  

One	  such	  area	  is	  the	  family.	  Our	  Holy	  Father,	  Pope	  Francis,	  has	  correctly	  called	  for	  a	  synod	  
on	  marriage	  and	   family	   life	   for	  October	  of	   this	  year.	  From	  the	  side	  of	   society	   it	   looks	  as	   if	  
family	  life	  has	  been	  completely	  forgotten.	  Family	  today	  is	  presented	  as	  having	  many	  sides	  to	  
it	  and	  being	  under	  a	  great	  deal	  of	  pressure,	  and	  that	  life	  in	  the	  traditional	  family	  is	  no	  longer	  
the	   norm.	   This	   is	   correct	   and	   it	   is	   important	   to	   be	   aware	   of	   how	  many	   do	   not	   have	   the	  
chance	   to	   grow	  up	   in	   a	   family	   intact.	   It	   is	   very	   important,	   especially	   from	   the	   view	  of	   the	  
Church	  that	  we	  support	  and	  stand	  by	  these	  people,	  especially	  women	  and	  children	  who	  are	  
affected	  the	  most.	  

However,	  we	  should	  not	  lose	  sight	  of	  our	  aim	  and	  ideal.	  This	  is	  hardly	  ever	  mentioned	  today	  
but	  we	  should	  remember	  that	   it	   is	   the	  family	  cell	  which	  supports	  society,	  that	  we	  do	  have	  
children	  growing	  up	  in	  stable	  families.	  It	  is	  the	  order	  of	  the	  day	  that	  we	  should	  do	  all	  in	  our	  
power	  to	  support	  and	  strengthen	  couples	  and	  family	  life	  to	  help	  strengthen	  their	  living	  and	  
being	  together.	  This	  is	  something	  remarkable	  which	  the	  Schoenstatt	  movement	  in	  Germany	  
and	   in	  other	   countries	  does.	   In	  2000	   the	  academy	   for	  marriage	  and	   family	   life	  was	   setup.	  
And	   since	   then	   there	   have	   been	   many	   courses	   in	   Germany	   –	   at	   present	   roughly	   130	   –	  
training	  couples	  to	  be	  marriage	  and	  family	  trainers.	  Couples	  are	  trained	  to	  help	  live	  and	  form	  
their	  own	  family	   life	  with	  a	  Christian	  foundation.	  Other	  couples	  and	  families	  support	   them	  
and	  help	  them	  to	  get	  active	  in	  their	  own	  parish.	  With	  the	  help	  of	  talks	  and	  other	  input	  they	  
too	  become	  inspired	  to	  pass	  on	  what	  they	  have	  learned	  and	  in	  this	  way	  become	  multipliers,	  
helping	   other	   couples	   to	   live	   a	   happy	   marriage	   and	   family	   life.	   These	   courses	   receive	   a	  
certificate	  at	  the	  end,	  which	  I	  was	  allowed	  to	  present	  to	  some	  participants	  myself.	  They	  do	  
tremendous	  work	  and	  bear	  witness	  to	  the	  Christian	  ideal	  of	  marriage	  and	  family	  life,	  as	  well	  
as	  supporting	  it.	  I	  am	  always	  impressed	  by	  couples	  who	  present	  their	  own	  projects	  and	  share	  
this	  with	  their	  friends.	  

This	  has	  of	  course	  spread	   further	   than	  Germany.	   I	  was	  allowed	  to	  bless	  a	  marriage	  way	   in	  
Hungary	  which	  has	  many	  different	  stations	  inviting	  you	  to	  look	  at	  your	  own	  marriage	  in	  the	  
light	  of	  the	  Gospel.	  In	  the	  meantime	  we	  have	  such	  a	  marriage	  way	  here	  in	  Schoenstatt	  itself.	  
This	  helps	  couples	   to	   take	  a	  deeper	   look	  at	   their	   life	   together	  and	   if	   required	   to	   find	  each	  
other	  anew,	   to	   look	  at	   their	   relationship	  honestly.	   In	   the	  same	  way	  you	  have	   the	  days	   for	  
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couples	  which	  are	  regularly	  on	  offer	  and	  the	  marriage	  preparation	  courses	  after	  which	  many	  
of	  the	  participating	  couples	  meet	  up	  after	  their	  marriage	  regularly.	  

Apart	   from	   strengthening	   families	  whose	   family	   is	   intact	   and	   also	  work	   as	  multipliers,	   the	  
Schoenstatt	  movement	  also	  accompanies	  those	  who	  were	  unable	  to	  carry	  this	  ideal	  of	  family	  
life	  and	  marriage	  on	  –	  for	  whatever	  reason.	  In	  Germany	  there	  is	  the	  group	  for	  Women	  after	  
separation	  and	  divorce,	  and	  in	  South	  America	  there	  is	  a	  new	  project	  called:	  The	  pastoral	  care	  
of	  hope	  for	  remarried	  divorcees.	  This	  project	  sees	  its	  aim	  as	  supporting	  these	  people	  in	  their	  
painful	   situation	   in	   the	   light	   of	   the	   Church	   by	   not	   being	   indifferent	   to	   them	   as	   remarried	  
divorcees	  but	  by	  helping	  them,	  find	  their	  place	  with	  God	  and	  within	  the	  Church.	  

Another	  pastoral	   initiative	  from	  South	  America	  which	  helps	  bring	  many	  families	  together	  is	  
the	  Pilgrim	  Mother.	  A	  small	   image	  of	   the	  picture	  of	  grace	   from	  our	  chapel	  of	  pilgrimage	   is	  
carried	  from	  home	  to	  home.	  The	  picture	  stays	  in	  the	  home	  and	  invites	  everyone	  to	  pray	  in	  a	  
discreet	  way.	   After	   a	   few	   days	   it	   is	   carried	   to	   the	   next	   house.	  Obviously	   it	   is	   not	   just	   the	  
families	  involved	  but	  also	  individuals	  but	  it	  helps	  families	  at	  the	  same	  time	  to	  pray	  together.	  
It	  is	  noticeable	  that	  couples	  who	  pray	  together	  have	  a	  much	  lesser	  rate	  of	  divorce.	  

Schoenstatt	  is	  a	  lay	  movement.	  They	  live	  by	  their	  faith	  and	  bear	  witness	  to	  it.	  They	  are	  the	  
ones	  who	   carry	   the	  picture	  of	  Our	   Lady	   as	   the	  pilgrim	  Mother,	   thy	   take	   the	   initiative	   and	  
responsibility	   to	   keep	   their	   faith	   alive.	   The	   Schoenstatt	  movement	   is	   a	   pioneer	  within	   the	  
Church	  today	  as	  lay	  people,	  when	  we	  unfortunately	  have	  so	  few	  priests	  as	  we	  would	  like	  or	  
are	  used	   to.	  We	   can	   show	  what	   a	   good	  working-‐together	   relationship	  with	   the	  priest	   and	  
laiety	   looks	   like,	   how	   we	   live	   together	   and	   appreciate	   each	   other.	   This	   is	   in	   no	   doubt	   a	  
contribution	  to	  the	  renewal	  of	  the	  Church.	  

It	  was	   important	   to	   Father	  Kentenich	   to	  deepen	  your	   life	  out	  of	   the	  Gospel	   truths,	   to	   live	  
accordingly	  and	  have	  a	  movement	  supporting	  this	  in	  a	  secular	  world	  rather	  than	  to	  withdraw	  
into	  the	  inner	  room	  of	  the	  sacristy.	  


