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Schoenstatt	  was	   founded	   in	  Germany	  but	   the	  movement	  already	  has	  had	  an	   international	  
side	   to	   it	   for	  many	   years.	   It	   spread	   outside	   the	   German	   speaking	  world	   after	   the	   Second	  
World	   War.	   Over	   the	   last	   decades	   the	   Schoenstatt	   Movement	   has	   developed	   greatly	  
especially	   in	  South	  America.	  Now	  there	  are	  more	  than	  210	  educational	  centres	  throughout	  
the	   world	   where	   the	   pastoral	   work	   of	   the	   Schoenstatt	   Movement	   is	   centered,	   and	   has	  
developed	  around	   the	   replicas	  of	   the	   chapel	  of	   grace.	  Today	  you	  will	   find	   the	  Schoenstatt	  
Movement	   set	  up	   in	  more	   than	  43	   countries.	   If	   you	  want	   to	   count	   those	   countries	  where	  
Schoenstatt	   is	   still	   in	   the	   early	   stages	   of	   its	   organized	   development,	   then	   you	   have	   87	  
countries.	  

The	   national	   Schoenstatt	  Movements	   differ	   in	   their	   activities.	   It	   is	   all	   about	   an	   encounter	  
with	  the	  Blessed	  Mother	  and	  the	  Mother	  of	  the	  Church.	  Our	  Lady	  leads	  us	  all	  to	  Jesus	  Christ	  
and	  helps	   find	   solutions	   to	   actual	   problems	  within	   a	  particular	   country.	   Just	   like	  Our	   Lady	  
gave	   an	   answer	   to	   the	   people	   through	   her	   apparition	   in	   Lourdes,	   Guadalupe,	   Fatima	   and	  
Czestochowa	  so	  too	  does	  Our	  Lady	  of	  Schoenstatt	  give	  an	  answer	  in	  a	  national	  and	  cultural	  
context	  to	  whoever	  meets	  her.	  

Schoenstatt’s	   main	   contribution	   is	   to	   help	   with	   the	   education	   and	   revival	   of	   our	   faith	  
according	  to	  our	  Christian	  and	  ecclesial	  vocation.	  Some	  projects	  have	  expanded	  very	  quickly	  
from	   one	   particular	   country	   to	   an	   entire	   continent.	   I	   can	   only	   give	   you	   examples	   of	   the	  
counties	  I	  personally	  know	  best.	  

One	   such	   project	   is	   the	   Pilgrim	   Mother	   Campaign	   which	   a	   Brazilian	   layman	   Mr.	   João	  
Pozzobon	   started.	   His	   process	   of	   beatification	   is	   underway.	   He	   carried	   the	   picture	   of	   the	  
Mother	  Thrice	  Admirable	  and	  walked	  more	  than	  140.000	  km	  to	  take	  her	  to	  families,	  schools	  
and	   hospitals.	   This	   campaign	   has	   become	   a	   very	   large,	   important,	   apostolic	   work.	   It	   has	  
helped	  develop	  the	  faith	  of	  millions	  of	  Brazilians	  and	  has	  now	  spread	  throughout	  the	  world.	  	  

Mary,	  Mother	  of	   the	  Church	   is	   the	  one	  who	   is	   going	  out	   into	   the	  world	   to	  evangelize	  her	  
sons	  and	  daughters.	  
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Another	  project	  began	  in	  Argentina	  and	  developed	  throughout	  Latin	  America	  to	  allow	  access	  
to	   many	   teachers	   and	   students	   to	   the	   Schoenstatt	   pedagogy.	   Soon	   the	   pedagogy	   centre	  
Joseph	  Kentenich	  developed,	  offering	  their	  services	  to	  help	  in	  the	  educational	  area.	  In	  many	  
countries	  a	  network	  of	   schools	  developed	  applying	   successfully	   the	  pedagogical	   guidelines	  
and	  principles	  of	  Father	  Joseph	  Kentenich.	  

Some	   priests	   belonging	   to	   the	   Schoenstatt	  Movement	  wondered	   how	   they	   could	   use	   the	  
huge	   pilgrimages	   with	   thousands	   of	   pilgrims	   to	   the	   national	   shrines	   in	   their	   countries	   to	  
evangelize	  better.	  Their	  inspiration	  helped	  set	  up	  the	  international	  confederation	  of	  rectors	  
of	   places	   of	   pilgrimages	   in	   South	   America.	   The	   aim	   is	   that	   the	   rectors	   work	   together	  
developing	  a	  better	  pastoral	  care	  and	  better	  pilgrim	  evangelization,	  so	  that	  pilgrims	  receive	  a	  
a	  Marian	  spirituality	  adding	  to	  their	  own	  Marian	  piety	  and	  at	  the	  same	  time	  receiving	  Marian	  
pedagogy	  just	   like	  the	  priests	  and	  their	  fellow	  workers.	  With	  this	   in	  mind,	  honouring	  saints	  
has	   intensified	   as	   well	   as	   the	   desire	   to	   change	   your	   lifestyle,	   spirit	   of	   prayer,	   apostolic	  
magnanimity	  and	  social	  influence,	  in	  order	  to	  be	  a	  Christian	  model.	  This	  was	  a	  huge	  project	  
supported	  by	  the	  Latin	  American	  Bishops	  Conference	  in	  Puebla	  and	  Aparecida	  in	  many	  ways.	  

The	  Role	  of	  Schoenstatt	  within	  the	  World	  Church	  

The	   Church	   today	   is	   characterized	   by	   the	  message	   of	   the	   Second	   Vatican	   Council	   that	   all	  
peoples	  baptized	  are	   called	   to	  holiness,	   to	   the	  apostolate	   and	   to	   the	   service	  of	  humanity.	  
During	  this	  period	  many	  new	  charismatic	  movements	  and	  new	  communities	  were	  founded	  
which	  were	   rich	   in	   spirituality	   and	  whose	  members	   supported	   this	  way	   of	   evengelization.	  
Schoenstatt	   is	   at	   the	   helm	   in	   this	   area	   of	   new	   ecclesial	   movements.	   It	   is	   true	   that	   de-‐
Christianization	   is	   spreading	  and	   that	   the	  number	  of	   agnostics	  has	   increased	   in	   the	  world,	  
however	  the	  leaven,	  the	  working	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  is	  still	  effective	  and	  powerful.	  

Father	  Kentenich’s	  outstanding	  love	  for	  the	  Church,	  his	  will	  to	  live	  and	  work,	  with	  his	  hand	  
on	   the	  beat	  of	   time,	  his	  ear	  at	   the	  heart	  of	  God	  as	   inspiration,	  helped	   found	  Schoenstatt.	  
Schoenstatt	  was	  blessed	  by	  the	  Popes	  and	  trust	  has	  now	  developed	  among	  the	  bishops.	  

Schoenstatt’s	   spirituality,	   pedagogy	   and	   the	   communities	   which	   have	   accepted	   this	  
spirituality	  are	  a	  strong	  and	  living	  solution	  for	  all	  the	  various	  cultures	  within	  countries	  which	  
are	  becoming	  more	  and	  more	  removed	  from	  the	  Good	  News	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  

There	  are	  many	  different	  spheres	  in	  which	  Schoenstatt	  enriches	  the	  life	  of	  the	  Church:	  

- It	  helps	  put	  faith	  into	  action	  through	  the	  leadership	  of	  God	  in	  Divine	  Providence	  and	  
living	  everyday	  life	  inspired	  by	  the	  sacraments	  of	  the	  Church.	  

- It	   trusts	   in	   the	   transforming	   love	   of	   the	   Blessed	   Mother	   with	   whom	   members	   of	  
Schoenstatt	   have	   sealed	   a	   covenant	   of	   love,	   through	   which	   they	   experience	  
individually	  a	  deeper	  love	  in	  Christ	  and	  in	  the	  Church.	  

- It	  has	  a	  network	  of	  Marian	   shrines	  which	  are	  places	  of	   grace,	  places	   to	  experience	  
faith,	   prayer,	   and	   inner	   transformation.	   They	   are	   places	   where	   apostolic	   mission	  
consciousness	  grows	  as	  does	  the	  belief	  that	  the	  family	  is	  a	  shrine,	  a	  home	  Church	  it	  
even	  develops	  the	  thought	  that	  your	  own	  heart	  is	  a	  shrine	  of	  the	  Holy	  Trinity.	  

- Schoenstatt	  develops	  a	  covenant	  culture	  with	  the	  living	  God	  and	  among	  each	  other	  in	  
many	  different	  family-‐like	  communities.	  

- It	  awakens	  and	  carries	  responsibility	  for	  people	  in	  need,	  for	  the	  missionary	  task	  of	  the	  
Church	  and	  for	  our	  society.	  
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- I	  would	  also	   like	  to	  mention	  the	  fruits	  of	  the	  Schoenstatt	  pedagogy	  which	  does	  not	  
emphasize	  so	  many	  rules	  or	  bans	  but	  is	  rather	  based	  on	  a	  deep	  respect	  towards	  the	  
originality	   of	   every	   individual’s	  God-‐given	   nature.	   This	   is	  why	   it	   is	   characterized	   by	  
freedom	  and	  trust,	  gratitude	  and	  joy	  in	  the	  spirit	  of	  the	  magnificat,	  full	  of	  the	  hope	  of	  
the	  Gospel	  which	  helps	  say	  yes	  to	  the	  cross	  and	  suffering.	  

	  

Members	  of	  the	  Schoenstatt	  family	  work	  and	  accept	  responsibility	  in	  many	  different	  fields	  in	  
this	  spirit	  within	   their	  own	  parish	  and	  Church.	  One	  characteristic	  of	   their	  apostolic	  work	   is	  
always	  the	  freedom	  of	  their	  members.	  Projects	  develop	  in	  their	  own	  areas	  through	  their	  own	  
initiatives.	  They	  always	  work	  together	  with	  their	  parish	  priests,	  bishops	  and	  parishes.	  

	  

Schoenstatt’s	   contribution	   towards	   the	   new	   evangelization	   has	   been	   called	   for	   by	   Pope	  
Francis.	  –	  Schoenstatt’s	  missionary	  involvement	  

Pope	   Francis	   places	   great	   emphasis	   on	   the	   new	   evangelization.	   He	   has	   invited	   the	   entire	  
Church,	  especially	  the	  youth	  to	  become	  passionate	  missionaries	  for	  the	  Gospel.	  They	  should	  
become	  testimonies	  to	  the	  all	  merciful	  loving	  God	  right	  to	  the	  edge	  of	  our	  society.	  

This	  strong	  call	  from	  the	  Holy	  Father	  is	  certainly	  inspired	  by	  God.	  This	  missionary	  spirit	  was	  
awakened	   in	   Burundi	   for	   example	   when	   the	   government	   decided	   to	   split	   up	   schools	   and	  
pupils	   would	   be	   given	   placements	   throughout	   the	   country.	   This	   would	  mean	   Schoenstatt	  
groups	  would	  be	  taken	  apart,	  however	  the	  youth	  saw	  this	  as	  a	  missionary	  opportunity	  to	  set	  
up	   new	   student	   groups.	   Now	   they	   have	   a	   Schoenstatt	   network	   of	   thousands	   of	   students	  
which	  provide	  the	  Schoenstatt	  movement	  in	  Burundi	  with	  a	  very	  youthful	  face.	  

The	   project	   “Family	  Missionaries”	   was	   developed	   in	   Chile	   by	   families	   and	   spread	   later	   to	  
Argentina,	   Paraguay	   and	   other	   countries.	   Children	   go	  with	   their	   parents	   into	   villages	   and	  
places	  at	  the	  edge	  of	  society	  where	  a	  priest	  only	  manages	  to	  reach	  occasionally.	  They	  spend	  
10	  –	  12	  days	  visiting	  the	  people	  there,	  organizing	  meetings,	  workshops,	  helping	  to	  awaken	  
faith	   and	   bring	   it	   alive	   and	   often	   experiencing	   among	   the	   inhabitants	   of	   the	   villages	   real	  
conversions.	  

The	  Mission,	  coordinated	  by	  students,	  also	  awakens	  joy	  at	  being	  a	  missionary	  and	  having	  the	  
opportunity	   to	  help	  spread	  the	  Gospel	  of	  Christ.	  This	  missionary	  zeal	  has	  set	  a	   light	   to	   the	  
pastoral	   work	   in	   many	   universities.	   It	   is	   our	   young	   missionaries	   who	   are	   mobilizing	  
thousands	  of	  youth	  today.	  

One	  worry	  of	  our	  Holy	  Father	   is	   the	  situation	  around	   families	   today	  –	   the	  pastoral	  care	  of	  
families	   within	   the	   parishes,	   schools	   and	   dioceses,	   in	   Germany	   but	   within	   many	   other	  
countries	  at	  large.	  New	  educational	  courses	  such	  as	  marriage	  preparation,	  which	  we	  have	  in	  
the	  movement,	  are	  required	  all	  over.	  

Another	  example	   is	   the	  “Pastoral	  Care	  of	  Hope”	  which	   is	   run	   in	  Asunción.	   It	  helps	   reignite	  
the	   faith,	  making	   it	  possible	   for	   all	   parents	  and	   children	   to	  participate,	   especially	   those	   to	  
whom	  the	  sacrament	  of	  marriage	  is	  not	  an	  option.	  
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In	   South	   America	   Schoenstatt	   is	   very	   active	   in	   the	   community	   and	   has	   a	   strong	   social	  
dimension.	   The	   Project	   “Maria	   Help”	   for	   example	   is	   run	   by	   a	   Chilean	   priest	   and	   is	   very	  
successful.	  He	  is	  supported	  by	  many	  lay	  members	  of	  the	  Schoenstatt	  Movement	  and	  helps	  
young	  girls	  who	  are	  put	  on	  the	  streets	   to	  earn	  a	   living	   for	   their	   families	  as	  prostitutes	  and	  
end	   up	   in	   the	   big	   city.	   They	   give	   these	   girls	   a	   home,	   access	   to	   education	   and	   faith.	   The	  
number	  of	  houses	  which	  take	  these	  young	  girls	  in	  and	  offer	  them	  a	  way	  out	  of	  this	  modern	  
day	  slavery	  is	  rising.	  	  

In	   Paraguay	   there	   is	   another	   project	  which	  offers	   a	   home	   to	   young	   children	  who	  work	   as	  
street	   vendors	   allowing	   them	   the	   chance	   to	   go	   to	   school.	   In	   this	   Jubilee	   year	   in	   Paraguay	  
they	  want	  to	  build	  100	  homes	  for	  the	  100	  years	  for	  the	  poor	  out	  of	  the	  donations	  given.	  	  

And	  now	   to	   conclude	   I	  would	   like	   to	  mention	   the	   Pilgrim	  Mother	   Rosary	   campaign	  which	  
began	  in	  Brazil	  once	  again.	  This	  project	  reaches	  out	  to	  all,	  right	  into	  the	  heart	  of	  those	  living	  
at	   the	  edge	  of	  society,	   to	  those	  who	  are	   in	  great	  need	  and	   in	  suffering.	  The	  picture	  of	   the	  
great	  missionary	  –	  the	  MTA	  unites	  all	  people	  she	  visits	  and	  brings	  them	  together.	  They	  then	  
have	  a	  deeper	  connection	  to	  Christ	  and	  the	  Church.	  This	  picture	  leads	  the	  faithful	  back	  to	  the	  
parish,	   to	   the	   celebration	  of	   the	   sacraments	   and	  helps	   evangelize	  month	   for	  month	  using	  
new	   catechetical	   themes.	   In	   this	  way	  many	   families	   become	  missionaries	   themselves.	   The	  
desire	   to	  pray	  and	  visit	   the	  shrine,	   from	  which	   the	  Pilgrim	  Mother	  has	  come,	   is	  awakened	  
within	  them.	  

_	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  	  

	  

In	  this	  jubilee	  year	  we	  want	  to	  give	  thanks	  from	  our	  heart	  for	  the	  new	  Pentecost	  which	  we	  
were	  allowed	  to	  experience	  over	  these	  last	  100	  years	  within	  the	  Schoenstatt	  Movement.	  It	  
has	  led	  to	  a	  movement	  which	  speaks	  all	  languages	  on	  five	  continents.	  Many	  ways	  to	  holiness	  
have	   been	   opened.	   Communities	   have	   come	   to	   life	   living	   their	   faith	   to	   the	   full	   in	   joy	   and	  
hope.	  At	  our	  Jubilee	  celebrations	  we	  would	  like	  to	  renew	  our	  commitment	  to	  Christ	  and	  Our	  
Lady,	  to	  say	  yes	  to	  our	  Schoenstatt	  mission	  to	  which	  Pope	  Francis	  calls	  us	  to	  do.	  

	  


