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THE	  UNITY	  CROSS	  –	  SYMBOL	  OF	  OUR	  MISSION	  

	  
All	  pilgrims	  who	  will	  come	  to	  Schoenstatt	  and	  Rome	  will	  receive	  –	  as	  part	  of	  their	  pilgrims’	  
bag	  –	  a	  small	  replica	  of	  the	  Unity	  Cross,	  as	  sign	  and	  symbol	  of	  this	  centennial.	  Pope	  Francis	  
will	   bless	   the	   crosses	   during	   the	   Audience	   in	   Rome	   and	   he	   will	   send	   us	   out	   to	   fulfill	   our	  
mission.	  	  

“Let	  me	  present	  the	  cross	  and	  the	  picture	  of	  Mary	  to	  the	  nations	  as	  the	  sign	  of	  redemption	  
so	  that	  the	  two	  who	  stand	  as	  one	  in	  the	  Father’s	  plan	  of	  love	  may	  never	  be	  divided.”	  Father	  
Kentenich	  prayed	  with	   these	  words	  during	  his	   imprisonment	   in	   the	  concentration	  camp	  at	  
Dachau.	  Years	  later,	  inspired	  by	  this	  image	  of	  deep	  unity	  between	  Christ	  and	  Mary,	  Fr.	  Angel	  
Vicente	  Cerró	  designed	  and	  created	  the	  Unity	  Cross.	  

This	   cross	   is	   the	   symbolic	   expression	  of	   this	   prayer	   from	  Heavenwards.	   Together	   –	   prayer	  
and	   cross	   –	   point	   out	   to	   that	   which	   lies	   at	   the	   center	   of	   the	   Schoenstatt	   spirituality.	   Fr.	  
Patricio	  Moore,	  responsible	  for	  the	  celebrations	  in	  Rome,	  emphasizes	  that	  “The	  Unity	  Cross	  
expresses	  this	  two-‐in-‐oneness	  between	  Christ	  and	  Mary,	  which	  has	  its	  roots	  in	  Christ’s	  legacy	  
to	  humanity	  as	  He	  hung	  on	  the	  cross:	  ‘Behold	  your	  Mother’.”	  And	  he	  added,	  “the	  Unity	  Cross	  
is	  the	  most	  recognized	  Schoenstatt	  symbol	  within	  the	  Church.”	  

“We	   want	   to	   incorporate	   this	   image	   into	   our	   centennial	   celebrations,	   so	   that	   this	   cross	  
becomes	  an	  expression	  of	  our	  missionary	   commitment	   for	   the	  Church	  of	   this	   century.	  We	  
want	  to	  carry	  Christ	  and	  Mary	  to	  the	  world”,	  said	  Fr.	  Moore.	  Santiago	  Ferrero,	  student	  of	  the	  
Community	  of	  the	  Schoenstatt	  Fathers,	  expressed	  that	  “our	   longing	   is	   that	  the	  Unity	  Cross	  
marks	   our	   mission	   for	   the	   coming	   100	   years.”	   	   For	   this	   reason,	   all	   pilgrims	   that	   will	  
participate	  from	  the	  celebrations	  in	  Schoenstatt	  and	  Rome	  will	  receive	  a	  small	  Unity	  Cross,	  
which	  has	  been	  prepared	  especially	  for	  this	  occasion.	  

The	  cross	  will	  be	  4	  cm.	  tall,	  made	  out	  of	  a	  material	  called	  “Ottone”	  (a	  fusion	  of	  copper	  and	  
zinc)	  and	  covered	  in	  silver.	  On	  its	  back	  an	  inscription	  that	  will	  read:	  “Schoenstatt	  Roma	  2014”	  
as	   a	   distinctive	   trait	   that	   points	   out	   that	   the	   cross	   was	   made	   especially	   for	   these	  
celebrations.	   The	   replicas	   where	  made	   by	   Chiara	   Principe,	   a	   young	   Italian	   artist	   who	   has	  
been	  designing	  medals	  for	  the	  Vatican	  for	  a	  number	  of	  years.	  She	  prepared	  a	  model	  in	  clay	  
and	  past	  it	  on	  to	  a	  factory	  in	  Florence	  where	  the	  crosses	  are	  being	  replicated.	  

“This	  is	  a	  very	  special	  cross,	  I	  had	  never	  thing	  a	  cross	  where	  Mary	  is	  portrayed	  in	  the	  way	  she	  
appears	  here”,	  said	  the	  artist,	  Chiara	  Principe,	  who	  was	  noticeably	  impressed	  by	  this	  image	  
from	  the	  first	  moment	  she	  saw	  it.	  For	  her,	  working	  with	  this	  cross	  became	  an	  opportunity	  for	  
deep	  meditation,	   “this	   cross	   speaks	   to	  me	   about	   the	  way	   in	  which	  we	   should	   live,	   united	  
with	  Christ,	  within	  His	  cross,	  and	  this	  thought	  has	  been	  a	  source	  of	  meditation	  for	  me.”	  
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Something	  of	  utmost	  importance	  for	  all	  who	  have	  worked	  in	  this	  project	  –	  and	  for	  all	  those	  
who	  will	  carry	  this	  cross	  –	  is	  the	  fact	  that	  this	  crosses	  will	  be	  blessed	  by	  Pope	  Francis	  during	  
the	   Audience	   that	  will	   take	   place	   on	  October	   25th.	   “The	   fact	   that	   the	   Pope	  will	   bless	   this	  
crosses	  means	  that	  he	  is	  sending	  us	  out	  to	  be	  apostles	  and	  missionaries”,	  said	  Fr.	  Patricio.	  

All	  those	  who	  are	  not	  able	  to	  participate	  from	  the	  festivities	  in	  Schoenstatt	  and	  Rome	  will	  be	  
able	   to	   acquire	   them	   for	   €5.00	   through	   the	   national	   contact	   person	   or	   through	   other	  
pilgrims.	  For	  more	  information	  contact	  us:	  schoenstatt.roma@gmail.com	  
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