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“THE	  CURRENT	  IN	  AND	  AROUND	  THE	  ORIGINAL	  SHRINE	  WILL	  

FLOW	  THROUGHOUT	  THE	  DAY”	  
 
How	  will	  people	  come	  to	  the	  Original	  Shrine?	  And	  what	  will	  happen	  around	  it?	  Sister	  M.	  
Renata	  is	  responsible	  for	  the	  organization	  around	  the	  Original	  Shrine,	  and	  she	  has	  an	  idea	  
about	  the	  plans.	  
 
TEAM	  2014,	  Clemens	  Mann:	  After	  visiting	  the	  shrine,	  all	  pilgrims	  may	  remain	  in	  the	  Pilgrims’	  
Square	  next	  to	  the	  shrine.	  There	  will	  be	  benches	  so	  that	  all	  who	  wish	  to	  can	  stay	  longer	  to	  
continue	  their	  prayers	  “in	  the	  shadow	  of	  the	  shrine”	  for	  as	  long	  as	  they	  want.	  	  A	  net	  will	  be	  
placed	   throughout	   the	   field	   so	   that	   it	   can	   be	   used	   without	   problems	   –	   especially	   if	   the	  
weather	  is	  not	  so	  friendly.	  This	  will	  protect	  the	  grass	  and	  will	  avoid	  any	  trouble	  with	  mud.	  A	  
small	   stage	   will	   be	   built	   near	   to	   the	   Original	   Shrine.	   On	   that	   stage,	   there	   will	   be	  
performances	   and	   music	   to	   keep	   up	   a	   “joyful,	   peaceful,	   and	   prayerful	   family	   spirit.”	  
“Through	   international	   songs,	   instrumental	  music	   and	   common	   prayer	   times,	   we	  want	   to	  
make	  it	  so	  that	  the	  natural	  and	  supernatural	  atmosphere	  experienced	  in	  the	  shrine	  can	  also	  
be	  tangible	  at	  the	  Square,”	  expressed	  Sr.	  M.	  Renata.	  	  Images	  of	  the	  interior	  of	  the	  shrine	  will	  
be	   projected	   on	   a	   big	   screen,	   so	   that	   those	   who	   stay	   can	   be	   in	   direct	   connection	   to	   the	  
shrine.	  
	  	  
Priests	  will	  be	  available	  for	  confession	  and	  conversation	  at	  the	  back	  of	  the	  Square,	  they	  will	  
be	  ready	  to	  bless	  religious	  objects	  and	  give	  special	  blessings	  to	  individuals,	  groups,	  families,	  
etc.	   “With	   a	   personal	   touch	   –	   especially	  with	   the	  priestly	   blessing	   –	  we	  want	   the	  pilgrims	  
from	  all	  over	  the	  world	  to	  feel	  very	  much	  a	  part	  of	  the	  festivities”	  said	  Fr.	  Antonio	  Bracht,	  
rector	  of	  the	  Original	  Shrine	  and	  member	  of	  the	  coordination	  group.	  Fr.	  Antonio	   is	  waiting	  
and	  already	  rejoices	  at	  meeting	  with	  the	  pilgrims!	  
	  	  
A	  very	  important	  moment	  will	  take	  place	  in	  the	  evening	  on	  October	  16th.	  “Many	  will	  come	  
to	  the	  shrine	  after	  the	  Welcome	  ceremony.	  We	  will	  hear	  and	  sing	  many	  songs”,	  said	  Sr.	  M.	  
Renata.	  “The	  main	  thing	  is	  the	  encounter	  with	  the	  Blessed	  Mother	  and	  with	  one	  another	  as	  a	  
Family.	  This	  is	  the	  main	  goal.	  All	  that	  is	  being	  planned	  for	  the	  encounter	  around	  the	  Original	  
Shrine	  must	  be	  developed	  in	  view	  if	  this	  goal.”	  
	  
Sr.	  M.	  Renata	  has	  also	  heard	  the	  rumor	  that	  no	  one	  will	  be	  able	  to	  visit	  the	  Original	  Shrine	  
during	  the	  Jubilee	  Pilgrimage.	  The	  head	  of	  the	  Original	  Shrine	  Team	  immediately	  dispels	  this	  
concern:	   "The	   rumor	   is	  not	   true.	  We	  are	  doing	  everything	   that	  we	  can,	   so	   that	   the	   shrine	  
visits	  are	  as	  frequent	  and	  as	  durable	  as	  they	  can	  be.”	  The	  Team	  in	  charge	  of	  the	  organization	  
is	  well	  aware	  that	  pilgrims	  from	  around	  the	  world	  want	  to	  have	  time	  in	  the	  Original	  Shrine.	  	  
That's	  why	   the	   doors	   of	   this	   place	   of	   grace	  will	   be	   open	   from	   early	  morning	   until	   late	   at	  
night.	   The	   Shrine	   will	   only	   not	   be	   available	   for	   visits	   during	   the	   liturgy	   of	   the	   Covenant	  
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Renewal	  on	  October	  18th.	  This	  liturgy	  lasts	  approximately	  2	  hours.	  "The	  flow	  in	  and	  around	  
the	  Original	  Shrine	  will	  flow	  throughout	  the	  day."	  
	  
But	  how	  does	  a	  pilgrim	   reach	   the	   shrine	  during	   the	   Jubilee	  Pilgrimage?	  Assuming	   that	   the	  
expectancy	   is	  between	  8000	  to	  10000	  pilgrims,	  the	  entrance	  to	  the	  shrine	  will	  be	  different	  
than	   the	   way	   some	   pilgrims	   -‐	   who	   have	   been	   in	   Schoenstatt	   already	   –	   have	   used:	   The	  
pilgrimage	   route	   to	   the	   shrine	   goes	   from	   the	   parking	   by	   the	   Information	   Center,	   and	  
continues	  along	  the	  slope	  next	  to	  the	  University	  of	  Theology	  of	  the	  Pallottine	  Fathers.	  There	  
the	  pilgrims	  may	  form	  a	  line.	  Access	  is	  not	  possible	  from	  the	  plaza	  of	  pilgrims	  at	  the	  shrine	  or	  
the	  surrounding	  streets.	  "Pilgrims	  should	  have	  some	  patience	  while	  they	  are	  waiting	  to	  enter	  
the	  shrine.	  However,	  you	  can	  take	  advantage	  of	  the	  wait	  to	  get	  in	  tune	  with	  this	  holy	  place,”	  
said	  Sister	  M.	  Renata.	  Along	  this	  path	  of	  pilgrimage	  you	  will	  be	  able	  to	  buy	  candles	  that	  are	  
then	  going	  to	  be	  lit	  next	  to	  the	  Shrine.	  In	  addition,	  each	  person	  will	  be	  able	  put	  his	  signature	  
on	  the	  Founding	  Act.	  "We	  have	  been	  in	  discussions	  with	  those	  responsible	  for	  the	  pastoral	  
care	  of	  the	  shrines,	  especially	  those	  in	  some	  South	  American	  countries,	  since	  they	  often	  have	  
big	  pilgrimages”,	  Said	  Sister	  M.	  Renata.	  	  
	  
The	  bigger	   the	   crowd	  at	   the	  pilgrimage	   route,	   the	   shorter	   the	   time	   in	   the	  Original	   Shrine.	  
Sister	  M.	   Renata	   expects	   the	   Pilgrims	   to	   understand	   this	   point.	   "If	   many	   people	   want	   to	  
enter	  the	  Original	  Shrine,	   it	  means	  that	   I	  have	  to	  share	  a	  bit	  of	  my	  time,	  time	  that	   I	  would	  
like	  for	  myself,	  and	  thus	  make	  it	  possible	  for	  others	  to	  also	  visit	  the	  Blessed	  Mother.	  We	  are	  
a	   big	   family.”	   Sister	   thinks	   that	  October	   18th	  will	   be	   the	  day	  when	   the	   largest	   number	  of	  
pilgrims	  will	  want	   to	   enter	   the	   shrine.	   Pilgrims	   can	   stay	   and	   pray	   for	   longer	   in	   the	   shrine	  
during	   the	  other	  days	  of	   the	   Jubilee	  Pilgrimage.	  Additionally,	   there	  are	  quiet	  moments	  on	  
October	  16th	  for	  each	  country,	  and	  on	  the	  night	  from	  Friday	  to	  Saturday,	  the	  youth	  will	  get	  
to	  have	  the	  Shrine.	  	  
	  


